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REF: BRASILIA 8961 

1. LEADING OPE (AS USDEL HAD SUGGESTED) ON PORTUGAL 
AND AFRICA, BRAZILIANS (HOLANDA CAVALCANTI, FOREIGN 
MINISTER'S SUB-CHIEF OF CABINET) REVIEWED LONG HISTORY 
OP UNIQUE BRAZILIAN-PORTUGUESE RELATIONSHIP, AND SAID 
THAT SINCE APRIL 25, PORTUGAL HAS MADE IT A MAIN POINT 
TO HAVE GOOD RELATIONS WITH BRAZIL, CITING THE VISIT 
HERE OP GENERAL GALVAO DE MELLO AND MARIO SOARES' 
INVITATION TO SILVEIRA TO VISIT 
PORTUGAL. HE ADDED THAT THERE IS A DEBATE 
GOING ON IN PORTUGAL AMONG WHAT WERE IDENTIPIED 
AS "BRAZILIANISTS", "EUROPEANISTS", AND "ECLECTICS" 

OVER THE COURSE OP PORTUGAL'S EOREIGN-APEAIRS FUTURE. 

ON THE GENERAL POLITICAL SITUATION, HE SAID NO ONE 
KNOWS WHO IS IN CONTROL OR WHAT WILL HAPPEN. IT 
IS GENERALLY ASSUMED THAT IP ELECTIONS ARE HELD, 

THE SOCIALISTS WILL OUTPOLL THE OTHER PARTIES, 

BUT HE ADDED THAT IT IS DIPPICULT TO EVALUATE 
COMMUNISTS STRENGTH. THE RIGHT, HE SAID, STILL 
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HAS SOME INPLUENTIAL PEOPLE WITHIN IT, BUT THEY 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


ARE DIVIDED, AND SOME ARE RELUCTANT TO IDENTITY 
THEMSELVES. (HE ALSO SAID MARIO SOARES HAD 
TOLD THEM THAT POLLS HAD REVEALED THAT 
IN THE EVENT OE ELECTIONS, THE SOCIALISTS WOULD 
OBTAIN 23-25 PERCENT OF THE VOTE AND THE COMMUNISTS 
15-18 PERCENT, WITH THE REST SCATTERED AMONG THE 
OTHER PARTIES. IN LATER DISCUSSION WITH USDEL 
AND EMBOFFS, HOWEVER, HE STRESSED THAT THEY DID NOT 
NECESSARILY CONSIDER THESE FIGURES WELL FOUNDED.) HOLANDA 
CAVALCANTI SAID THE MOVEMENT OF THE ARMED FORCES WAS 
EXPECTED TO HAVE INCREASING PARTICIPATION IN THE 
GOVERNING OF PORTUGAL, WHICH COULD LEAD TO SOMETHING 
REMINISCENT OF THE PERUVIAN EXPERIENCE. HE CALLED 
A RIGHTIST COUP UNLIKELY, NOTING THAT THE RIGHT IS 
NEITHER ORGANIZED NOR REPRESENTED WITHIN THE MILITARY. 
EXPRESSING THE BASIC BELIEF THAT BRAZILIAN-PORTUGUESE 
TIES FLOWING FROM THE SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP WILL 
ENDURE, HE REVIEWED SOME SPECIFIC SIGNIFICANCES 
OF VARIOUS CONTINGENCIES: (1) IF THERE IS A 
COMMUNIST TAKEOVER IN PORTUGAL, THE TWO COUNTRIES WILL 
BE IN COMPETITION IN AFRICA; (2) A RIGHTIST COUP, 

PRESUMABLY ENTAILING SOME PUSH TOWARD THE STATUS 
QUO ANTE IN AFRICA, COULD BE A PROBLEM, AS BRAZIL HAS 
NO WISH TO SEE THAT OLD PROBLEM REVIVE; (3) IN THE 
CASE OF AN ELECTED SOCIAL-DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT OR OF 
A PROGRESSIVE MILITARY GOVERNMENT, RELATIONS WOULD 
BE GOOD, AND THE TWO COUNTRIES COULD EVEN COOPERATE IN 
AFRICA. BRAZIL DOES NOT LIKE THE IDEA OF A LUSO- 
AFRICAN-BRAZILIAN COMMUNITY, HE SAID, BECAUSE IT 
WAS CONCEIVED IN COLONIAL TERMS; BUT LANGUAGE WILL 
BE A FACTOR OF APPROXIMATION, AND BRAZIL WILL 
INEVITABLY HAVE A ROLE IN AFRICA. 

2. AFTER USDEL REVIEWED U.S. PERCEPTIONS OF SITUATION, 
STRESSED U.S. DESIRE TO STAY IN TOUCH WITH BRAZIL ON 
THE MATTER, AND SUGGESTED BRAZIL COULD PLAY CONSTRUCTIVE 
ROLE IN AFRICA, HOLANDA CAVALCANTI SAID THEY WERE IN 
TOUCH WITH GUINEA-BISSAU'S LEADERS, WHO THEY THINK HAVE 
A CONSTRUCTIVE APPROACH, AND WITH MOZAMBIQUE'S LEADERS 
ALSO. IT IS DIFFICULT TO DEAL WITH ANGOLA, HE SAID, 
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BECAUSE IT IS STILL PORTUGUESE, SO THEY HAVE TO BE 
CAREFUL. THEY THINK PORTUGAL UNDERSTANDS, AND 
INDEED MARIO SOARES FACILITATES CONTACTS, BUT THEY 
DO NOT THINK IT IN BRAZIL'S INTEREST TO BE 
SPONSORED THERE BY PORTUGAL. HE ADDED THAT 
BECAUSE OF SHIPPING, BRAZIL HAS A SECURITY 
INTEREST IN ANGOLA. REGARDING BRAZILIAN ASSISTANCE 
TO AFRICA, HE SAID, THE AFRICANS ARE BASICALLY 
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NOT READY, NOT PREPARED TO RECEIVE AID. BRAZIL IS 
ALREADY PROVIDING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN GUINEA-BISSAU, 

IS READY TO IN MOZAMBIQUE, AND IS ALSO COOPERATING 
WITH MULTILATERAL PROGRAMS. 

JOHNSON 
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